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you. And you shall observe the feast of unleavened bread 
..” (Ex. 12:16-17). 


[L] Differing from the foregoing position, Hezekiah taught: “The 
language, ‘... but what ...” serves as exclusionary, meaning 
that one should not harvest the grain, grind it, or sift it on the 
festival [thus in line with M. 1:10D, the things the House of 
Hillel says one must not do].” 


R. Zeira, R. Hiyya bar Ashi in the name of Rab: “He who strains wine 
[to remove the lees] is liable on the count of selection [winnowing].” 


Said R. Zeira, “It is surely more reasonable that it is on the count of 
sifting.” 


R. Jonah and R. Yosé both say, “At first we were inclined to say that 
R. Zeira has spoken well. Just as in sifting the chaff falls to the bottom 
and the grain rises to the top, so with straining wine, the wine goes to 
the bottom and the lees float to the top. And why did we say nothing at 
all? Because [straining falls under the category of selection 
(winnowing)]. For selecting is removed from the general prohibition. 


“How has selecting been removed from the general prohibition? He 
makes his selection in his usual way, putting it down using his lap, 
a basket, or a dish [M. 1:10C]. And straining wine has been removed 
from the general prohibition, since on the festival day they may also 
pour wine into a strainer that has been spread out. 


“But sifting has not been removed [for purposes of cooking on the 
festival] from the general prohibition under which it is categorized. For 
R. Hanina b. Yosé in the name of R. Judah said, ‘One may not sift 
flour a second time on a festival,’ but they sift it on the outer side of 
the sieve. [Sifting may be done only in an unusual way.] Now if you 
maintain that straining is comparable to sifting, then it should be 
prohibited to strain wine on the festival day, [as we see that it is 
forbidden to sift in the normal way].” 


[F] Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “[As to sifting flour on the outer sides of 
the sieve,] this is not in accord with the view of R. Judah. For it 
has been taught in the name of R. Judah, ‘But as to making use of 
utensils used for preparing food, they have permitted doing so [that 
is, even without making some change from the practice on ordinary 
days].’ [Judah then would not require using the outer sides on the 
sieve at all.J” 


